Oid Miil Pond, Hingham, Mass,

The Town Mill

o
The tide was harnessed for commerce in 1643 when a combined corn | I ' Ok]_ I l B ‘ k O I I
(grist) mill and sawmill was erected near what is now Summer Street.

Settlers from England began to arrive in 1633 at what was then known as Bare Cove.

For phot0/|lustrat|on Credits and more information The mill bUilding iS ShOWIl ill thiS Circa 1905 phOtO, With the mill

about the history of Hingham’s Inner Harbor, pond in the foreground.
please visit: hingham-ma.gov/HinghamHarbor

The Town ot Hingham was incorporated in 1635. In that year there was a drawing for house lots,

“westerly trom the Cove along Town Street, now North Street, and into Broad Cove Lane,
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now Lincoln Street.””
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For centuries, a defining teature of the downtown area was the tidal Mill Pond, originally a large

cove opening into the harbor. Summer Street was built along the harbor in 1831, and a portion of

Water Street the next year. A series of bridges enabled passage across Mill Pond. After years of
discussion, a special town meeting in 1948 approved filling in the pond. The work was completed
in 1953. However, those who lived in the area in the early 20th century still refer to the

neighborhOOd asS “The Cove-” *Hingham Old and New © 1934 Town of Hingham

This early 20th century photo - A S e B o . 3
(at right) shows the Mill Pond .' 2 N W
crossed by bridges, one a railroad b ' '

ol SR 7 S -l trestle used by the South Shore
INGHAM | o = Railroad of the Old Colony line
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of the mill from the harbor in 1920.
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Photo above, circa 1880,
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Hingham Village from 1857
Map of County of Plymouth
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